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S A F E Project
Suitable Access For Everyone
Everything is a Journey

PROJECT GLOSSARY

WE = PARTICIPANTS, ARTIST COLLABORATORS, 

PROJECT PARTNERS

ACCESS + IN / EXCLUSION - as a relational issue

COLLECTIVITY – SOLIDARITY

PARTICIPATION – horizontality

CULTURAL RIGHTS - investigations

DIALOGUE – conversation and listening as method

TIME and CARE

COLLECTIVITY - SOLIDARITY

RECORDINGS – REFLECTIONS - ARCHIVES

ART – as a tool to invite social change
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We are participants coming together in three diverse groups 

in Ireland. We explore experiences of inclusion, exclusion, 

communication challenges and access barriers.

We share the good, the not so good and the troubling in our 

lives.

Some of us can walk on our legs. Some of us have wheels for 

legs. Sometimes, the car is our legs. Some of us can travel. 

Some can’t.

We all think. We all feel. We are all humans.

We use creativity to tell, to question, to share, to show, 

to research, to learn, to make visible.

We aim for social justice.

We fight ableism.

We seek: Suitable Access For Everyone.

S A F E

S A F E Project – by the participants
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access – inclusion – cultural rights –- and the investigations

How do we think about ACCESS – in a context of people living with 

disabilities, mobility issues and access support needs?

just getting through the door ACCESS as a RELATIONAL issue

supported by… or “over -supported” COMMUNICATE – ASK – LEARN (and unlearn)

invisible and feeling not heard VISIBILITY and LISTENING

only the disability (if visible) is seen the PERSON is SEEN

“integrate” into community INCLUDE and SHARE
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Access is relational

Ableism and the Right to Access: creating a S A F E  space 

for sharing at times troubling lifelong experiences of social 

injustice, access barriers, exclusion. 

Access isn’t only physical or logistical. Access is relational.

We hold a magnifying glass to this relationality, 

investigating everyday locations, publicly funded cultural 

spaces and arts venues.

We investigate the construction and the presence of 

ableism and the barriers that hinder the right to culture

and to cultural participation.

We aspire to start a dialogue and build connections with 

arts organizations and propose long term partnerships. 

Our proposition is to work together.
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collectivity – solidarity – participation

I went from making things to being an artist that makes 
things happen. Jeremy Deller

Gradually building and cultivating a collective, collaborative 

and participatory practice:

 in a partnership with participants and project partners (arts 

institutions, support organizations)

 aiming for horizontality – considering the Qs related to it

 The project is co-created and continuously shaped by its 

participants, who also named the project.

 participation is to be present, to question, to share, 

contribute and co-create

 shared experiences, knowledge, skills, ideas, decisions

 solidarity and care
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dialogue and conversation

Conversation, dialogue and listening co-developed as tools 

and a working method based on mutuality and reciprocity.

Experiences are shared, while we (slowly) create   a safe 

environment of mutual trust.

Dialogical arts practices are collaborative, consultative…

They encourage participants to question concepts, fixed

ideas, expectations and stereotypical thinking. Durational

process and the definition of dialogue as aesthetic emerge

as fundamental to conversational arts practices.

Kester, H. Grant, (2004), Conversation Pieces, Community and Communication

in Modern Art, London, University of California Press, p.9-12.
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Ref lections
Recordings
Archives

Collective, shared documentation 

processes

Graphic Recordings – a collaboration 

with: Sarah Bowie – author, comic 

book artist, illustrator

Consent – consent forms as re-

visited, living documents

SAFE Project: documentary film –
edited by Tara Neary

Archives – digital: websites and 

project pages
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Graphic recordings – the ideal form of documentation for SAFE project: 
respectful, non-invasive and inclusive. It brings a sense of humour to
discussions of challenging and sometimes troubling subjects
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S A F E project: a documentary
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qr9DQWsRJJI

Location: VISUAL Centre for Contemporary Art, Carlow, Ireland

Exhibition: Speech Sounds (2022)

Curator (speaking in the film): Benjamin Stafford, curator of visual Arts, VISUAL

Artist collaborator: Sarah Bowie

Camera: Tara Neary and Tunde Toth

Editing: Tara Neary

Editing is in the process

Clip: 5 min.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qr9DQWsRJJI


Project Partners – Links - Funding 

www.tundetoth.com

www.deenviewproject.com

https://tundetoth.com/s-a-f-e-project-suitable-access-for-everyone/

Lead artist: Tunde Toth

Partners and Collaborators: Deenview Day Service Centre (SOS), Co. Kilkenny

Irish Wheelchair Association (IWA) Waterford City

VISUAL Centre for Contemporary Arts, Carlow

Sarah Bowie – author, i l lustrator, comic book artist

Tara Neary – documentary film maker, videographer

Supporters: Butler Gallery, Kilkenny City

Connections Arts Centre, Dublin (participant support)

Spina Bifida Hydrocephalus Ireland (SBHI) (supporting participants and new research)

Waterford Gallery of Art (new research process)
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Arts Participation Project Award 2022

The Arts Council of Ireland

http://www.tundetoth.com/
http://www.deenviewproject.com/
https://tundetoth.com/s-a-f-e-project-suitable-access-for-everyone/

